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30TH ANNIVERSARY
of Penrose Park

OASIS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE BUSH
!

Most people who visit the Shrine of our Lady of Mercy or “Penrose Park”, as it is more intimately known,
comment that they have never seen such an oasis in the middle of the bush. The vision of Father Augustine Lazur
was precisely that, to create a Sanctuary where people can visit and be one with God alone, and without the hustle
and bustle of ordinary life and society. From the simple beginnings of native bushland, Penrose Park has evolved
into a thriving Catholic centre, providing people with a chance to be one with Almighty God and of course spreading
knowledge and devotion of Mary, the Mother of God.!

!

!
The Shrine was ofﬁcially blessed and opened on the 13th May 1984, by his Excellency Bishop William
Murray, Bishop of Wollongong. The ﬁrst area of Penrose park still exists and can be found at the entrance of the
property on the left hand side as pilgrims enter, it is the Annunciation Chapel. This section was used for many years
and has seen much liturgical action, such as the Solemn Profession and Ordinations of the First Australian
vocations to the Order, Fr Anthony David and Fr Gabriel Taylor.!

!
The original Monastery that was built, (which no longer stands), was a
modest yet humble corrugated iron shed which provided accommodation
for the Monks for many years. It was from this that the Monks started the
Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy, our Lady of Czestochowa, the city in Poland
where the Image of the Black Madonna resides. The chapel connected to
the Monastery provided daily Mass and there was a religious store and of
course a pilgrim hall also made out of corrugated iron where many a great
gathering took place for the beneﬁt of the pilgrims.!

!

!
As time progressed and the
pilgrim base for the shrine increased as well as the vocations, there was a
need for the people to have a church and the Monks to have a monastery and
so the Shrine moved 500 meters further inland on the property. During this
time Fr Janusz Pawlicha was the prior. Fundraising for the Church and
Monastery commenced in the early 1990’s and in 1995, the Monastery was
completed and soon after in 1997, the Church was completed and
consecrated on the 24th of May by Bishop Philip Wilson.!

!

!On 26th August 2001, the image of the Black Madonna, which is located in
the Shrine Church, was solemnly crowned (the crowns having been
personally blessed by none other than St Pope John Paul II). This now
became the focal point of the whole Marian Shrine of Penrose Park, “The
Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy”. The ceremony was celebrated by his
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Building Project (Pilgrim Hall and Accommodation) and for the purchase of the
neighbouring property. The Development Fund of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy
- Penrose Park, was established for the very purpose of better serving the pilgrims
that frequent this Holy Place. We hope that, through this entire communal effort,
this Shrine may develop to the greater glory of God and the Blessed Mother.

! As time progressed the Pauline Fathers have constantly continued to meet
the growing needs of the pilgrims. The neighbouring property (80 Hanging Rock Road), which has greatly
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increased the potential of the Shrine was purchased and paid
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off during the years of 2009/10. The place where the old
Monastery stood has also been rebuilt with a new version of
the old corrugated iron shed which still gets romantically
called the “Old Monastery”, even though it is all new. All this
was done during the time of Fr Albert Wasniowski who was
Prior. On the 29th of June 2013, during the current term of Fr
We do not have approval to make these donations tax deductible. Thank you for your understanding.
Marek Dutkiewicz, Prior, work ofﬁcially commenced on the
long awaited and proposed pilgrim centre and
accommodation. To date the ground has been excavated and levelled and the shell of the new toilet block has
been constructed. Work will continue over the next few years and all this is done for the love and comfort of the
pilgrims.!

!

!
During this 30th Anniversary of the Shrine, the Pauline Fathers and Brothers wish to extend their
gratefulness to all pilgrims, supporters, benefactors and volunteers, who have helped over the last three decades
and it is with your help that we will continue to thrive and meet the needs of the Church and in turn lead more
people to Almighty God. Thank you and God bless! !

Building Project Report!
by Fr Richard Green OSPPE!
!
As to date, we are still waiting for the council to ﬁnally approved the new septic system, so work is
going much slower on the centre at this moment in time. Over the last few months the windows have been
installed and the site excavated and levelled for the continuation of the building. While we wait for the
approval. There is one important point though to bring to the attention of the pilgrims which is the fact that
we are looking from among the people, those who are willing to offer their time and talents to help in
furthering the development of the pilgrim centre. Those who are professionals either current or retired will
be valuable in your help to continue the project in whatever capacity you can. If there is anyone interested
please contact the Monastery for further details. It is also a perfect opportunity to thank our pilgrims for your
support in helping start the project but we still need ﬁnances to continue and eventually ﬁnish the
construction. Every little bit counts and we will appreciate no matter how much or how little you can give,
after all this is for the use and the beneﬁt of all our pilgrims.!

Two New Papal Saints for the Church
Extracts from the Vatican Website

Pope John XXIII
Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, the third of thirteen
children, was born on November 25, 1881 at Sotto il
Monte (Bergamo) of a family of sharecroppers. He
attended elementary school in the town, was tutored
by a priest of Carvico, and at the age of twelve
entered the seminary at Bergamo. A scholarship from
the Cerasoli Foundation (1901) enabled him to go on
to the Apollinaris in Rome where he studied under Umberto Benigni, the Church
historian. He interrupted his studies for service in the Italian Army but returned to the
seminary, completed his work for a doctorate in theology, and was ordained in 1904. Continuing his studies in
canon law he was appointed secretary to the new bishop of Bergamo, Giacomo Radini-Tedeschi. Angelo served
this social-minded prelate for nine years, acquiring first-hand experience and a broad understanding of the
problems of the working class. He also taught apologetics, church history, and patrology.
In his first public address Pope John expressed his concern for reunion with
separated Christians and for world peace. In his coronation address he
asserted "vigorously and sincerely" that it was his
intention to be a pastoral pope since "all other
human gifts and accomplishments—learning,
practical experience, diplomatic finesse—can
broaden and enrich pastoral work but they
cannot replace it." One of his first acts was to
annul the regulation of Sixtus IV limiting the
membership of the College of Cardinals to 70;
within the next four years he enlarged it to 87
with the largest international representation in history. Less than three months after
his election he announced that he would hold a diocesan synod for Rome, convoke
an ecumenical council for the universal Church, and revise the Code of Canon Law.
The synod, the first in the history of Rome, was held in 1960; Vatican Council II was
convoked in 1962; and the Pontifical Commission for the Revision of the Code was appointed in 1963.
Since his death on June 3, 1963, much has been written and spoken about the warmth and holiness of the
beloved Pope John. Perhaps the testimony of the world was best expressed by a newspaper drawing of the earth
shrouded in mourning with the simple caption, "A Death in the Family."

Pope John Paul II
Karol Józef Wojtyła, was born in the Polish town of Wadowice, a small city 50
kilometers from Krakow, on May 18, 1920. He was the youngest of three children
born to Karol Wojtyła and Emilia Kaczorowska. His mother died in 1929. His
eldest brother Edmund, a doctor, died in 1932 and his father, a noncommissioned army officer died in 1941. A sister, Olga, had died before he was
born.

!

He was baptized on June 20, 1920 in the
parish church of Wadowice by Fr. Franciszek
Zak, made his First Holy Communion at age 9
and was confirmed at 18. Upon graduation
from Marcin Wadowita high school in
Wa d o w i c e , h e e n r o l l e d i n K r a k o w ' s
Jagiellonian University in 1938 and in a school
for drama. In 1942, aware of his call to the priesthood, he began courses in the
clandestine seminary of Krakow, run by Cardinal Adam Stefan Sapieha,
archbishop of Krakow. At the same time, Karol Wojtyła was one of the pioneers
of the "Rhapsodic Theatre," also clandestine. After the Second World War, he
continued his studies in the major seminary of Krakow, once it had re-opened,
and in the faculty of theology of the Jagiellonian University. He was ordained to
the priesthood by Archbishop Sapieha in Krakow on November 1, 1946. Shortly
afterwards, Cardinal Sapieha sent him to Rome where he worked under the
guidance of the French Dominican, Garrigou-Lagrange. He finished his
doctorate in theology in 1948 with a thesis on the subject of faith in the works of
St. John of the Cross. At that time, during his vacations, he exercised his
pastoral ministry among the Polish immigrants of France, Belgium and Holland.

On July 4, 1958, he was appointed titular bishop of Ombi and auxiliary of
Krakow by Pope Pius XII, and was consecrated September 28, 1958, in Wawel
Cathedral, Krakow, by Archbishop Eugeniusz Baziak. On January 13, 1964, he
was appointed archbishop of Krakow by Pope Paul VI,
who made him a cardinal June 26, 1967. Besides
taking part in Vatican Council II (1962-1965) where he
made an important contribution to drafting the
Constitution Gaudium et spes, Cardinal Wojtyła
participated in all the assemblies of the Synod of
Bishops.

!

The Cardinals elected him Pope at the Conclave
of 16 October 1978, and he took the name of John Paul
II. His pontificate, one of the longest in the history of the
Church, lasted nearly 27 years. John Paul II exercised
the Petrine ministry with a tireless missionary spirit,
dedicating it all his energy. He made 104 pastoral visits outside Italy and 146 within
Italy. As bishop of Rome he visited 317 of the city's 333 parishes.He had more
meetings than any of his predecessors with the People of God
and the leaders of Nations. His love for young people brought him
to establish the World Youth Days. The 19 WYDs celebrated
during his pontificate brought together millions of young people
from all over the world. At the same time his care for the family
was expressed in the World Meetings of Families, which he
initiated in 1994.

!

In the light of Christ risen from the dead, on 2 April a.D. 2005,
at 9.37 p.m., while Saturday was drawing to a close and the
Lord's Day was already beginning, the Octave of Easter and
Divine Mercy Sunday, the Church's beloved Pastor, John Paul II,
departed this world for the Father.

FOR KIDS
1. How many days did God take to
make the earth?_________________

!

2. How many Persons in the Trinity
and who are they? ______________
_______________________________

!

3. What is the day that Jesus died
and the day that He rose?
_______________________________

!

4. How many Commandments are
there? _________________________

!

5. What are the names of Jesus
Parents? _______________________

!

6. How many Apostles did Jesus
have with Him? _________________

ANSWERS: 1.7, 2.3 - Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, 3. Good Friday & Easter Sunday, 4.10,
5.Mary and Joseph, 6.12
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