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Provincial

Chapter 2015

The Pauline Fathers and Brothers of the Australian Province gathered together to convene
the oﬃcial third Provincial Chapter on the 19th of January 2015. A Chapter is the time for the
members of the Order in a particular region to come together to discuss issues concerning the
Church is areas of Identity, Spirituality and for improving the Pastoral situation based on the
demographics of the region, state or
country as well as a chance for the
community to bond and share some
time together.
It was a great privilege to
have in attendance and to chair the
Chapter, Father Arnold Chrapkowski
OSPPE, General of the Order of
Saint Paul the First Hermit, who
came from Poland especially for the
occasion along with the General’s
Secretary, Father Paul Przygodzki
OSPPE. Bishop Columba MacBethGreen OSPPE, Bishop of Wilcannia Forbes was also in attendance and he celebrated both the opening and closing Masses of the
Chapter, this was truly a great act of Brotherly love and Episcopal support for the Province.

Another important factor of the Provincial Chapter was the election
of the Provincial and His Council. It is with great Joy to announce to the
people of God that the the outcome of the 2015 Chapter are as follows:
Fr Jaroslaw Zan OSPPE: Provincial
Fr Michael Szymanski OSPPE: Vice Provincal & 1st Consulter
Fr Janusz Pawlicha OSPPE: 2nd Consulter
Fr Oskar Osinski OSPPE - 3rd Consulter
Fr Richard Green OSPPE - 4th Consulter
Fr Peter James Strohmayer
OSPPE - Provincial Administrator
Fr Peter Zytka OSPPE Provincial Secretary
The Pauline Fathers and
Brothers truly thank all their
Pilgrims and Parishioners for
their love, support and prayers
for the Order and especially for
the Australian Province.

Solemnity of St Paul the First Hermit
As usual, every year, the Pauline Order celebrated the Solemnity St
Paul the First Hermit (15th January), preceded by the Novena. This year in
particular the Pauline’s have oﬀered their novena for the year of
Consecrated life. It was a great privilege for the community of Penrose
Park to Host the Father General, from Poland and Bishop Peter Ingham,
Bishop of Wollongong and Confrater of the Order during this special time
and to reemphasise the importance that Religious communities play in
of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy
the running, identity, spirituality and pastoral activities of Development
the Universal
Church.
you kindly for your prayerful and financial support for our much needed
Thank the
We thank, with all sincerity those who have helped in
Building Project (Pilgrim Hall and Accommodation) and for the purchase of the
neighbouring property. The Development Fund of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy
preparations and celebrations of the Solemnity of the Pauline Patriarch
- Penrose Park, was established for the very purpose of better serving the pilgrims
and for representing the diversity of faith and culture that is truly present
that frequent this Holy Place. We hope that, through this entire communal effort,
this Shrine may develop to the greater glory of God and the Blessed Mother.
here in the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy, Penrose Park.
With prayers and thanksgiving
Pauline Fathers and Brothers

Building Project Report
It is with great joy to inform all the pilgrims of
Penrose Park that the approval of the septic system for
the toilet block has been granted to the Shrine by the
Wingecaribee Council and the Sydney Catchment

We do not have approval to make these donations tax deductible. Thank you for your understanding.

Authorities. The installation of the system will commence
after Easter. At this stage the pilgrims will see in the area of the building project the elements for the septic
system. This is a great and positive step forward for the pilgrim centre and for the Shrine at large.
Thank you everyone for your help and support whether it was Spiritual, material or ﬁnancial. Every
little bit helps just as we are motivated to help our pilgrims by providing them with this pilgrim centre.

The Cross of Christ is the source of all blessings, the cause of all graces

!

Excerpts from a sermon by St Leo the Great

Our understanding, which is enlightened by the Spirit of truth, should receive with purity and freedom of heart
the glory of the cross as it shines in heaven and on earth. It should see with inner vision the meaning of the Lord's
words when he spoke of the imminence of his passion: The hour has come for the Son of Man to be gloriﬁed. Afterward
he said: Now my soul is troubled, and what am I to say? Father, save me from this hour. But it was for this I came to
this hour. Father, glorify your Son. When the voice of the Father came from heaven, saying, I have gloriﬁed him, and
will glorify him again, Jesus said in reply to those around him: It was
not for me that this voice spoke, but for you. Now is the judgment of
the world, now will the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all things to myself. How marvelous
the power of the cross; how great beyond all telling the glory of the
passion. Here is the judgment-seat of the Lord, the condemnation of the
world, the supremacy of Christ cruciﬁed.
Lord, you drew all things to yourself so that the devotion of all
peoples everywhere might celebrate, in a sacrament made perfect and
visible, what was carried out in the one temple of Judea under obscure
foreshadowings. Now there is a more distinguished order of Levites, a
greater dignity for the rank of elders, a more sacred anointing for the
priesthood, because your cross is the source of all blessings, the cause of
all graces. Through the cross the faithful receive strength from
weakness, glory from dishonour, life from death.
The different sacriﬁces of animals are no more: the one offering
of your body and blood is the fulﬁllment of all the different sacriﬁcial
offerings, for you are the true Lamb of God: you take away the sins of
the world. In yourself you bring to perfection all mysteries, so that, as
there is one sacriﬁce in place of all other sacriﬁcial offerings, there is
also one kingdom gathered from all peoples. Christ Jesus came into this
world to save sinners. God's compassion for us is all the more
wonderful because Christ died, not for the righteous or the holy but for
the wicked and the sinful, and, though the divine nature could not be
touched by the sting of death, he took to himself, through his birth as
one of us, something he could offer on our behalf.
The power of his death once confronted our death. In the words
of Hosea the prophet: Death, I shall be your death; grave, I shall
swallow you up. By dying he submitted to the laws of the underworld;
by rising again he destroyed them. He did away with the everlasting
character of death so as to make death a thing of time, not of eternity.
As all die in Adam, so all will be brought to life in Christ.

The Easter Alleluia

!

From a discourse on the psalms by St Augustine of Hippo

Our thoughts in this present life should turn on the praise of God, because
it is in praising God that we shall rejoice for ever in the life to come; and no
one can be ready for the next life unless he trains himself for it now. So we
praise God during our earthly life, and at the same time we make our
petitions to him. Our praise is expressed with joy, our petitions with yearning.
We have been promised something we do not yet possess, and because the
promise was made by one who keeps his word, we trust him and are glad; but
insofar as possession is delayed, we can only long and yearn for it. It is good
for us to persevere in longing until we receive what was promised, and
yearning is over; then praise alone will remain.
Both these periods are represented and demonstrated for us in Christ our
head. The Lord's passion depicts for us our present life of trial - shows how
we must suffer and be afﬂicted and ﬁnally die. The Lord's resurrection and
gloriﬁcation show us the life that will be given to us in the future.

Support Vocations to Our Order!
Through the grace of God, the Pauline Fathers in Australia
have 4 Seminarians and 1 Novice.
Br Zachary Lewis - finishing his studies in Rome, Italy
Br Joseph Maria Buckley - 3rd year of studies in Rome, Italy
Br Jeremy Santoso - 2nd year of studies in Krakow, Poland
Br John Jurgutis - 1st year of Studies in Parramatta, Sydney
Br Casimir Roman Zielinski - Novitiate in Zarki, Poland
Please keep these men in your prayers!!!
The cost of educating Priests is quite high. The Order is
looking for people who are willing to donate to aid the costs
in helping these men in furthering their vocation and
religious education. If you would like to assist in any way,
Donations can be made in one of the 3 following ways:
Mail:
Seminarian Education Fund: Pauline Fathers and Brothers,
C/O Post Office, Berrima, NSW, 2577
Direct Deposit:
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 062-576

Account Number: 00910786

Name of Account: Order of St Paul the Hermit
Reference: Seminarians
Credit Card:
Mastercard and Visa, accepted only.

Building Project Assistance!
In Order for the Pilgrim Centre to continue, funds
are desperately needed. We humbly and
respectfully ask all pilgrim so be generous and
to help us in allowing this project to become a

The Confraternity of Divine Mercy
responds to Our Lord’s instruction to St Faustina Kowalska
“Souls that make an appeal to My mercy delight Me. To such
souls I grant even more than they ask. I cannot punish even the
greatest sinner if he makes an appeal to My compassion... Beg
for mercy for the whole world... No soul that has called upon My
mercy has ever been disappointed... I want the whole world to
know My infinite mercy. I want to give unimaginable graces to
those who trust in My mercy.”
The Confraternity promotes the Divine Mercy of Jesus especially by
prayer for the member’s own intentions and for our troubled world so
much in need of God’s saving mercy.
Members commit themselves to:
• Erect an image of the Merciful Jesus with the subscription: “Jesus I
Trust in You”
• Pray the Chaplet of Mercy daily (this promise is not binding under
pain of sin)
• Celebrate, at least privately, the Feast of Mercy on the 2nd Sunday of
Easter with Confession and Holy Communion.
• Receive the mercy of Jesus frequently (at least once a month) in the
Sacrament of Penance, and to receive often the Body of the Lord in
Holy Communion.
• Practice the 3 degrees of mercy:
1. Works of mercy, of whatever kind
2. Words of Mercy, if they cannot carry out a work of mercy, they
will assist by their words
3. Prayer; if they cannot show mercy by words, they can always do
so by prayer. Their prayers reach out even there where they
cannot reach out physically (cf. Diary, 163)
Membership benefits:
• A Mass is offered for members each Friday by the Pauline Fathers.
• Each member’s name is recorded. Members share in the prayers and
good works of the Pauline Fathers.
• Members receive the benefits of the promises which Our Lord has
made to those who trust in His mercy and practice this devotion in
prayer, word and deed.
With Ecclesiastical approval - Wagga Wagga, 18-8-1993.

To become a member ask the Pauline Fathers or fill in a form
which can be found inside the Shrine Church.
If you know deceased or sick Confraternity members please post
intentions so that we may offer Mass and pray for them in front of the
altar of the Divine Mercy in our Shrine Church.
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Name of Account: Order of St Paul the Hermit!
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!
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Mastercard and Visa, accepted only.

HAPPY AND BLESSED
EASTER! MAY THE
RISEN LORD BLESS YOU
ALL ABUNDANTLY!!!

