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November - Month of the Holy Souls
by Shirley Wilks
’’ It is a holy and a wholesome thought, to pray for the dead that they maybe released from their sins” Maccabees 12:43- 45
’’I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place I shell return to take you with
Me’’ John 11: 26
Over the past eleven months directed by the Church, we have walked with our Saviour along the path of the mysteries
of our Redemption – from Incarnation , Death and Resurrection to Ascension into heaven and the sending of the Holy Spirit.
Mother Church draws our inner gaze to the eschatological dimension of our lives – just what is life all about? What is our
ultimate goal? In looking to Heaven , we cannot be self centred , if we are to be faithful to Jesus command – Love one another
as I have loved you. We will want this unspeakable joy of being
eternally with God not just for ourselves and those dear to us, but for
all people on earth, because that is what our Saviour wants – “ I have
come not to condemn the world but to save the world ”
Our love must go to the Souls in Purgatory – those who have
completed their time on earth, but are not yet in their heavenly home.
They have died in the friendship of Christ, but are not yet ready to be
invited into the Kingdom of Heaven. “Those who die in God’s grace
and friendship imperfectly purified, although they are assured of their
eternal salvation undergo a purification after death , as to achieve the
holiness necessary to enter the joy of God” {CCC1054 }. From Biblical
times, memory of the dead was cultivated with great piety. We read in
Maccabees 12: 43-45, how Judas Maccabaeus after battle, took up a
collection and sent it to Jerusalem to have a sacrifice for sin offered in
which he took full account of the resurrection, for if he had not expected
the fallen to rise again it would have been superfluous and foolish to
pray for the dead. This is why he had this atonement sacrifice offered
for the dead so that they might be released from their sin.
Every Sunday in the Church we proclaim in the Nicene Creed
that we believe in the Communion of Saints. We confess that our prayer
for the souls in Purgatory, is not of helping them but also of making
their intercession for us effective { CCC 958 }. St Faustina, the apostle
of Divine Mercy recounts in her Diary { Notebook I No 20 } – My
Guardian Angel ordered me to follow him. In a moment I was in a misty
place full of fire in which there was a great crowd of Suffering Souls.
They were praying fervently, but to no avail for themselves; only we
can come to their aid. The flames which were burning them did not touch me at all. My Guardian Angel did not leave me for
an instant. I asked these souls what their greatest suffering was. They answered me in one voice that their greatest torment was
longing for God. I saw Our Lady visiting the souls in Purgatory. The souls call her “ The Star of the Sea ”. She brings them
refreshment. We went out of that prison of suffering. I heard an interior voice , which said – My mercy does not want this but
justice demands it. As we determine to help the Holy Souls let us seek out the spiritual treasures at our disposal.
The most sublime course is the Holy Mass, also we have as well the Rosary, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and good
aspirations. On ALL Souls Day the Church promises that a plenary indulgence may be gained for the dead once only by
visiting a church that day and praying the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed. The conditions are required for gaining the indulgence:
sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion , and prayer for the pope’s intentions.
May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.

A Pope from another world
by Fr. Marek Dutkiewicz, OSPPE
(Prior of the Shrine)
The Pope is not a European. This may be seen as a snub for Europe and a confirmation of the joint crises of
civilisation and faith in which the continent is entangled. The hostility towards God and Christianity, so characteristic of
Europe today, would undoubtedly be seen as a foreign concept to those of other regions. As a Jesuit priest and bishop, Pope
Francis has a lot of pastoral experience. His simple and direct
manner has endeared him to many. As a man, he is a radical
advocate for Jesus and his faith is based on his personal experience
of meeting with the Saviour. He lives three vows: chastity (in
complete opposition to the modern world), poverty (in opposition to
materialism and consumerism) and obedience (as opposed to the
almost wild freedom our society affords). He is a man of prayer,
praying first for his predecessor, for himself and for the world. Also
characteristic of our new Pope is his desire to turn in prayer to the
Virgin Mary. In one of his homilies, the Holy Father referred to the
Gospel where Jesus’ disciples tell him that his teaching on the
Eucharist is “difficult”. The Holy Father pointed out that even today
there are those believers who “feel aloof”; Christians who prefer
caution, and could be described as “satellites” – creating their own
little church to suit their own measurements. To use the words of Jesus in Revelation; such Christians are lukewarm. This
leads to a lukewarm Church. These people hold only to what they can understand, and so are prone to the temptations of the
world. Also in the Christian communities are careerists. They pretend that they come to her as shepherds but are in fact
thieves and robbers, attempting to draw away the glory due to Jesus to themselves. What situations did the Pope specifically
have in mind? Let each of us examine our own conscience to answer this question. The new successor of St Peter the Apostle
asks demanding questions and encourages us to reflect on the Gospel and our attendance at church. It is a good thing that the
Pope is not elected by the media but by the College of Cardinals, who know the
Catholic Church and desire her good. As soon as the Pope was elected, there
were many accusations involving obscure episodes from the past. What will the
media write when he reminds us of the Church’s teaching on the sacredness of
life from conception to death; marriage as an indissoluble union of a man and a
woman, and the dignity of the person as a person? We may then be called
religious fanatics or terrorists, but why? If we ask about the source of evil in
the modern world, we may find that the answer is quite different. We have a
need for bold Christians today, not those whose beliefs easily translate to those
of the modern world. To find martyrs, you do not need to go to the catacombs
or the Colosseum; martyrs are now living in many countries where Christians
are persecuted for their faith. In some countries, you cannot even wear the cross
without punishment. Today, in the twenty-first century, our Church is a church
of martyrs. Let us pray for our Pope that he will serve God and man well in
these times of confused searching about human and Christian identity. Lord, I
thank you for the faith. Care for my faith, make it grow so that it may be
strong, and I brave. Help me in the moments when, like Peter and John, I have
to speak about it publicly. Grant me courage. Amen.

Development of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy
Building Project Report
by Fr. Richard Green OSPPE
(Shrine Administrator)

Thank you kindly for your prayerful and financial support for our much needed
Building Project (Pilgrim Hall and Accommodation) and for the purchase of the
neighbouring property. The Development Fund of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy
- Penrose Park, was established for the very purpose of better serving the pilgrims
that frequent this Holy Place. We hope that, through this entire communal effort,
this Shrine may develop to the greater glory of God and the Blessed Mother.

With great joy, the long awaited for building project (Pilgrim Hall), has commenced. The
!
work started just after Easter with the removal of trees and excavation and the first section
With prayers and thanksgiving
to date has been almost completed. We have been blessed
Pauline Fathers and Brothers
to make the due date and we have our D.A, which will
allow for the continued work and completion of the
Project in the years to come. We would like to thank all
those who have been involved so far in pushing to hall
forward with the council and helping us get the required
We do not have approval to make these donations tax deductible. Thank you for your understanding.
D.A and especially to all our pilgrims for their prayers
and financial support. This will be a great asset for
the Shrine and for our Pilgrims.

My Solemn Profession and Deaconate Ordination
by Br. Deacon Peter Strohmayer, OSPPE
It seems somewhat surreal that I write this as a newly ordained deacon in the
Order of St. Paul the First Hermit. In the years following the decision to resign
from my teaching career and to follow Christ my journey has taken me to Poland
for my noviciate year, to Italy to begin my academic studies and returning to
Australia to complete my studies. As I reflect over these years of formation I see
the many challenges that were put before me, but moreover, I see the grace and
strength to overcome these.
As a ten year old boy, I used to travel with
my grandmother and the Saturday Polish pilgrims
to Penrose Park, which at that time was
affectionately known as “Berrima”. Fr. Augustyn
Łazur was the prior at the time and told me that I
would be leaving Australia to become a Pauline Monk. You can imagine to a ten year old boy
this was quite a revelation, and there was no way that I was leaving Sydney to go anywhere.
Little did I know that this prophecy would one day be fulfilled, and in 2008 in the weeks after
World Youth day I left Australia bound for Krakow and Lesniow, Poland. I completed the
noviciate and in September, 2009 I made the first profession of my vows in Poland. These
were simple vows and were renewed each year until May this year when I made my Solemn
Perpetual Profession at St. Benedict’s Catholic Church, Smithfield. It was a very special and
solemn occasion celebrated in the Parish where my journey in the Order officially began
before so many family and friends including my God-father, seminarians, formation staff,
work colleagues, school friends I have known since kindergarten, my high school principle
and Pauline community. Honestly, I was so overwhelmed by the occasion that many events of
the evening are still a haze, but what I do remember is the peace I felt when, kneeling before
God, I announced before the Provincial Superior, the fathers and brothers of the Order and
visiting priests, family and friends “for life”. At the moment when Fr. Albert put the Insignia of Profession (the white mantle)
over me and said, “Receive the Robe of Salvation and Mantle of Justice, that the spirit of our forefathers enriches you with the
abundant charisms proper to our Order,” I knew that I had finally found my place in this world. The occasion was made
even more special by the fact that the priest, who, in February 1979, poured the waters of baptism over my head, was present.
Now, a few months after that event while still recalling the ceremony with fondness,
it was time for the Diaconate Ordination. His Excellency, Archbishop Peter Gallagher,
Apostolic Nuncio to Australia was visiting the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy for the first
time. It was a great opportunity to ask His Excellency to Ordain me as a deacon, and he
did so. The occasion was celebrated with brothers and fathers of the Pauline Order,
visiting clergy, seminarians from various seminaries, pilgrims to the Fatima Day
celebrations and my family and friends. After some threatening weather and a very cold
morning, God was good and gave us a perfect spring day. The Archbishop gave an
inspiring homily encouraging us to reflect on the vocation God has given each of us and to
not be afraid, but to lead a life worthy of the Gospel and to protect the people of God from
the evil one. The moment of ordination, the laying on of hands, seemed to go on forever.
But I am told that it was only momentary. Again, that feeling of peace and serenity
descended upon me and any doubt that I may have experienced was taken away.
I am truly blessed to have such a supportive “army” behind me, walking with me
every step of this journey to priesthood … which still continues. From the brothers and
fathers of the Order in Australia and overseas, those who support us financially and
spiritually, to our Parishes, those Polish pilgrims who formed me and have unceasingly
prayed for me, but especially my family who have sacrificed so much over the years, I feel
extremely fortunate and blest. And I say thank you. Without these people, my journey
would be so much more difficult, if not incomplete. By the grace of the Blessed Trinity and the Intercession of Blessed Virgin
Mary and Blessed Joseph her spouse most chaste, I pray that I may continue to grow in my vocation to one day serve the
people of God as a priest.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
With great joy and thanksgiving, two of our Seminarians, Br Joseph Maria
Buckley and Br Zachary Lewis, renewed their Religious Professions on the 7th of
September 2013 in the Order of St Paul the First Hermit for another year. They
have both returned to continue their studies in Rome. Please keep them in your
prayers and thank you to everyone for your help and support as these men
prepare to give their lives in the service of God and His people.

Support Vocations to Our Order!
Through

the grace of God, the Pauline Fathers in
Australia have four Seminarians.
Br. Deacon Peter Strohmayer is currently finishing
his studies at the Catholic Institute of Sydney. Br.
Zachary Lewis is continuing his studies in Rome
along with Br. Joseph Maria. Br. Jeremy will be
commencing his studies in the Pauline Seminary in
Krakow, Poland.

Br Dcn. Peter S.

Br. Zachary

Br. Jeremy

Br. Joseph Maria

Please keep them all in your prayers.
The cost of educating Priests is a high one.
If you would like to help train Priests for the Order of
Saint Paul the First Hermit, your contribution would be
most appreciated!
You can send your donation by mail:
Seminarian Education Fund of the Pauline Fathers,
C/- Post Office Berrima
BERRIMA
NSW 2577
or by the Direct Deposit to our account:
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 062 576 Account No.: 00910786
Name of Account: Order of St. Paul the Hermit
Reference: Seminarians

RESTORED OLD MONASTERY
Are you looking for a place to have
a retreat or just be alone with God?
The restored “Old Monastery”, is now
available for the use of our pilgrims
who wish to make a retreat whether is be
for just a day or for an extended amount
of time.
Bookings can be made by ringing the
Monastery on (02)48789192.
Cost: $25 per night byo bed linen or $30
per night bed linen inclusive.
!

The Confraternity of Divine Mercy
responds to Our Lord’s instruction to Blessed
Faustina Kowalska:
“Souls that make an appeal to My mercy
delight Me. To such souls I grant even more
than they ask. I cannot punish even the greatest
sinner if he makes an appeal to My
compassion... Beg for mercy for the whole
world... No soul that has called upon My mercy
has ever been disappointed... I want the whole
world to know My infinite mercy. I want to give
unimaginable graces to those who trust in My
mercy.”
The Confraternity promotes the Divine Mercy of
Jesus especially by prayer for the member’s own
intentions and for our troubled world so much in need
of God’s saving mercy.
Members commit themselves to:
• Erect an image of the Merciful Jesus with the
subscription: “Jesus I Trust in You”
• Pray the Chaplet of Mercy daily (this promise is not
binding under pain of sin)
• Celebrate, at least privately, the Feast of Mercy on
the 2nd Sunday of Easter with Confession and Holy
Communion.
• Receive the mercy of Jesus frequently (at least once a
month) in the Sacrament of Penance, and to receive
often the Body of the Lord in Holy Communion.
• Practice the 3 degrees of mercy:
1. Works of mercy, of whatever kind
2. Words of Mercy, if they cannot carry out a work
of mercy, they will assist by their words
3. Prayer; if they cannot show mercy by words, they
can always do so by prayer. Their prayers reach
out even there where they cannot reach out
physically (cf. Diary, 163)
Membership benefits:
• A Mass is offered for members each Friday by the
Pauline Fathers.
• Each member’s name is recorded. Members share in
the prayers and good works of the Pauline Fathers.
• Members receive the benefits of the promises which
Our Lord has made to those who trust in His mercy
and practice this devotion in prayer, word and deed.
With Ecclesiastical approval - Wagga Wagga,
18-8-1993.
To become a member ask the Pauline Fathers or fill in
a form which can be found inside the Shrine Church.
If you know deceased or sick Confraternity members
please post intentions so that we may offer Mass and
pray for them in front of the altar of the Divine
Mercy in our Shrine Church.

WEDDINGS AT PENROSE PARK
For those who are planning to be
married, ever thought about Penrose
Park?
The Shrine is available for those who
would like to have their special day
here! We also have priests who speak
several languages. For enquiries or
bookings please contact the Monastery
on (02)48789192.

