TIME O F
ME R C Y
300th Anniversary of the Coronation of the Original Icon of Black Madonna at Jasna Gora, Poland
100th Anniversary of the Apparitions of Our Lady in Fatima, Portugal

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF
THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF MERCY AND THE CONFRATERNITY OF DIVINE MERCY

Christ is Risen - Alleluia
From a discourse on the psalms by St Augustine of Hippo
Our thoughts in this present life should turn on the praise
of God, because it is in praising God that we shall rejoice
for ever in the life to come; and no one can be ready for
the next life unless he trains himself for it now. So we
praise God during our earthly life, and at the same time
we make our petitions to him. Our praise is expressed
with joy, our petitions with yearning. We have been
promised something we do not yet possess, and because
the promise was made by one who keeps his word, we
trust him and are glad; but insofar as possession is delayed,
we can only long and yearn for it. It is good for us to
persevere in longing until we receive what was promised,
and yearning is over; then praise alone will remain. Both
these periods are represented and demonstrated for us in
Christ our head. The Lord's passion depicts for us our
present life of trial - shows how we must suffer and be
afflicted and finally die. The Lord's resurrection and
glorification show us the life that will be given to us in the

Dear Pilgrims and Visitors
The Pauline Fathers and
Brothers would like to wish
you a most blessed Easter.
May the blessings and
protection of the Risen
Lord be with you and your
family always.
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The 100th Anniversary of Fatima:
A Call to Holiness
As 2016 was called the year of Mercy, 2017 can be called the year of Fatima.
The monthly celebration of Our Lady of Fatima at our shrines in Australia is
very dear to us and certainly to you as well. 2017 marks a hundred years since
the apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima. This anniversary is a good opportunity
for us to recall the message Our Lady gave to us. Namely three things: to pray, to do penance and that there are souls in
hell. It is very important to notice that Our Lady never tells us anything new. St Paul told us to pray without ceasing.
(Thess 5:17) Our Lord told us if we do not repent or do Penance as some translations put it, then you will perish.
(Luke 13:5) Jesus also talked about how it is better to live without one hand then to go to the unquenchable fire with
two. (Mark 9:43) Our Lady then, merely appeared to remind us what the church has always taught and what Jesus
himself said. “The sacrifice required of every person is the fulfilment of his duties in life and the observance of My
law. This is the penance that I now seek and require.” (The fourth apparition on the 13th of August) Jesus wants us to
live our day-to-day lives well. He wants us to be faithful to our work, our families and our prayer life. Our Lady of
Fatima tells us, that we need to do this penance. When we think of doing penance, we should think about doing the
things that are all part of our lives well. We can raise our children well, we can do our cleaning better, we can put an
extra effort in at our place of work and particularly for us students, we can study diligently. It is by living our lives to
the full by which we can do penance, repair for our sins and those of the whole world. However, most importantly, by
being faithful in the small things (Luke 16:10) of our day-to-day lives that we become Holy. The holiness of a
mother looks different to the holiness of a student, the holiness of a truck driver looks different to the
holiness of a nurse, but essentially, it is holiness none the less. Our
Lady of Fatima reminds us to do penance. Jesus told us to do
penance and turn away from Sin. The Church reminds us to do
penance by fasting, praying and almsgiving. However, the most
pleasing penance to God is for us to do our duties well, through
which we will be holy. In Baptism, we received God’s grace. In the
Sacrament of God’s mercy (Confession), we are restored to God’s
grace if we have lost it. In Penance we turn away from sin and are
strengthen in God’s grace, which is nothing more than the Love of God that has been poured into our
hearts, (Rom 5:5) at baptism.
Br. Casimir Zielinski OSPPE, Rome, Italy
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Meeting Mother Teresa of Calcutta

other grew up in a practicing catholic home, and she became a Loretto sister. She went
as a missionary from Yugoslavia to India, and she was working in Calcutta, teaching in
the high school. She was very happy as a Loretto sister, she was loved by the students,
she was loved by the parents. But all her life, Mother had a very deep relationship with
God. Jesus was all her life . Our Lord was the centre of her life, and everything to her.
For Jesus that she left everything she loved. Her homeland Albania , her mother and family. The love of
Jesus motivated her whole life. Mother was on the train on 10 September 1946, going to Darjeeling for the

day she always says that society began, because on that train she had a personal
encounter with Jesus. The words of Jesus on the Cross was deeply engrained in
her, the thirst of Jesus on the cross for love of souls. So mother knew that God
was asking her again to leave everything that she loved, she loved Loretto, she
loved her work, she loved the sisters, she loved everything about it and that is
very big ask. He wanted her to leave all that and go to the poor, because the poor
don’t know Him. I met her when I was a Novice in 1975, in Papua New Guinea
and Korea. There was never any fuss about her, but she was faithful. She never
!
expected anything from us, she was a mother to us and she was a very faithful
religious. She was a mother to the poor, to the sisters. As the Pope said at her
canonisation, it will be hard to call her saint as we will always call her mother. She will always be mother,
people will always call her mother, because that what she was. Motivation behind all that she did and why
she was a saint, was the love of Jesus and what Jesus wanted her to do, from the beginning to the end.
Sister of Missionaries of Mercy

WYD Krakow - Mémoires
In July 2016, my sister and I had the privilege of embarking on the World Youth Day (WYD)
journey with Wilcannia-Forbes Diocese, led by Bishop Columba Macbeth Green, OSPPE. After a long and
exhausting flight we arrived in Warsaw. Warsaw was 80% destroyed during WWII , by the Nazi Germans,
and has been rebuilt. The Catholic faith is so evident in this city. Just a walk around Old Town is
accompanied by the sound of pipe organs echoing from surrounding churches with familiar tunes
resounding. The Polish have a love of their culture and also a love of beauty. This is evident in the
rebuilding of their castle that the Nazis destroyed when they invaded. This castle is now a museum restored
absolutely magnificently. We visited Jasna Gora, the Pauline Monastery containing the original Icon of
Our Lady of Jasna Gora (Black Madonna). Our group was fortunate enough to celebrate Holy Mass in the
chapel where the Icon was displayed. We were given a tour of the monastery grounds by Br. Jeremy
Santoso. During the final Mass Pope Francis spoke on the importance of “getting off our couches” and not
becoming comfortable with our lives. He encouraged us to “go out into the world and tell all the nations”.
Some outstanding and notable features of Poland are their love of culture-especially a culture of beauty,
demonstrated in their love of classical music, beautiful sacred church music, and architectural buildings.
The most evident characteristic of Poland, though, is their devotion to Our Lady of Jasna Gora. In every
chapel, church, and even some restaurants, there was the
Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora proudly displayed.
Poland recognises Her as their Queen, and She is very
much the heart of Poland. It was a privilege to be a part of
this journey. WYD gave both of us a wonderful insight
into Polish life and culture. It also made me really
appreciate my Catholic Faith. It was so inspiring to be
with millions of Catholics, all young, and passionate
about their faith. We are very grateful to our parish for
assisting us to get there.
Lucy Brearley

DEVOTIONS IN OUR SHRINE
FIRST FRIDAYS OF THE MONTH
11am - Holy Mass followed by exposition of the Most Blessed
Sacrament, Chaplet to the Divine Mercy, Litany of the Sacred Heart
and Benediction.
FIRST SATURDAYS OF THE MONTH
All Masses and devotions are conducted in the Shrine Church.
10am - Confessions
10:30am - Mass in Polish
11:30am - Rosary in English
12pm - Mass in English followed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, Marian Devotions and Adoration.
1:30pm - Polish devotions
DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS: 1st SUNDAYS OF THE MONTH
11am Holy Mass in the Shrine Church followed by Exposition, Chaplet
and Litany of Divine Mercy, Benediction and veneration of the relics
of St. Faustina.
FATIMA FAMILY SUNDAY: 3rd SUNDAYS OF THE MONTH
11am Holy Mass in the Shrine Church with the renewal of wedding
vows after the homily. After Mass Exposition, prayers for families,
Benediction and Individual Eucharistic blessings.
FATIMA DAY: 13TH DAY OF EACH MONTH
9:30am - Confessions
10am - Exposition and Rosary in the Shrine Church
11am - Solemn Mass
12:30pm - Lunch time
1:30pm - Exposition and Procession to the Grotto
(Starting in the Shrine Church)
2pm - Devotions at the Grotto
3pm - Conclusion

EVENTS IN OUR SHRINE
APRIL
16th - 23rd - Easter Octave
23rd - Divine Mercy Sunday (Second Sunday of Easter): 11am Solemn
Mass followed by exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament and
Devotions to the Divine Mercy concluded with the Solemn Chaplet.

THE CONFRATERNITY OF DIVINE MERCY
“Souls that make an appeal to My mercy delight Me. To such souls I grant even
more than they ask. I cannot punish even the greatest sinner if he makes an
appeal to My compassion ... Beg for mercy for the whole world ... No soul that
has called upon My mercy has ever been disappointed ... I want the whole world
to know My infinite mercy. I want to give unimaginable graces to those who trust
in My mercy.”
Diary of St. Faustina Kowalska

The Confraternity promotes the Divine Mercy, especially by interceding
for sinners, praying for their conversion, for the world and also the
intentions of the members.
Members commit themselves to:
• Establish an image of the Merciful Jesus with the subscription: “Jesus I
Trust in You” in their homes;
• Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy daily (this promise is not binding
under pain of sin)
• Celebrate, at least privately, the Feast of Mercy on the 2nd Sunday of
Easter with Confession and Holy Communion.
• Receive mercy frequently (at least once a month) in the Sacrament of
Penance, and to receive often the Holy Communion.
• Practice the 3 degrees of mercy:
1. Works of mercy, of whatever kind
2. Words of Mercy, if they cannot carry out a work of mercy, they
will assist by their words
3. Prayer; if they cannot show mercy by words, they can always do
so by prayer. Their prayers reach out even there where they cannot
reach out physically (cf. Diary, 163)
Membership benefits:
• A Mass is offered for members each Friday by the Pauline Fathers.
• Each member’s name is recorded. Members share in the prayers and
good works of the Pauline Fathers.
• Members receive the benefits of the promises which Our Lord has
made to those who trust in His mercy and practice this devotion in
prayer, word and deed.
To become a member ask the Pauline Fathers or fill in a form which can
be found inside the Shrine Church.
If you know deceased or sick Confraternity members please post
intentions so that we may offer Mass and pray for them in front of the
Image of the Divine Mercy in our Shrine Church.

25th - ANZAC DAY
MAY
13th - Solemn Celebrations of the 100th Anniversary of the
Apparitions of Our Lady in Fatima, Portugal - the Anniversary of
the First Apparition. Main Celebrant: Most. Rev. Columba
Macbeth-Green, osppe, Bishop of Wilcannia-Forbes.

The month of March is dedicated to St. Joseph, spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, so on the 20th March 2017 we have
consecrated the New Building Project to the protection and care of
this great Guardian of the Church.

14th - Mothers Day: Special blessing of Mothers during the Mass.

As to the work already done, we have finished the wastewater
treatment system, which cost approx. $200,000 (enormous amount
of money for us). Now we can fully turn towards finishing the first
stage of the Project – the toilet block.

24th - Mary, Help of Christians (Solemnity - Patroness of Australia)
28th - The Ascension of the Lord (Solemnity)
31st - The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
JUNE
4th - Pentecost Sunday (Solemnity)
11th - The Most Holy Trinity (Solemnity)
13th - St Anthony of Padua: Blessing of bread during the Mass
18th - The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) Solemn Procession with the Blessed Sacrament after the 11am Mass
23rd - The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (Solemnity)
24th - Immaculate Heart of Mary (Patronal Feast Day of the Diocese
of Wollongong - Solemnity)
29th - St. Peter and St. Paul, apostles (Solemnity)

If you would like to help us financially in this endeavour, there are 3
ways to contribute.
1.Cash/Cheque to the Order of St. Paul the Hermit,
2.Direct Debit into our account
BSB: 062 576 Account No. 000910786
Account Name: Order of St Paul the Hermit
Ref: Building Project
3.Credit Card facility on our website: www.penrosepark.com.au
Dear Friends, Benefactors, Supporters and Pilgrims!
We, the Pauline Fathers and Brothers, would like to wish you
abundant blessings through the intercession of Our Lady of Mercy.
Thank you for your generosity towards our Shrine.
Fr. Damian, Fr. Marek, Fr. Gabriel, Br. Matthew, Br. Luke
Community of Penrose Park

