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Ecumenism
wh at d o e s t h at m e a n ?

Gilbert Keith Chesterton, English writer of the
early 20th century, said: "These are the days when the
Christian is expected to praise every creed except his
own." (ILN 8-11-28)
The Second Vatican Council's Decree on Ecumenism explains: "For it is through Christ's Catholic
Church alone, which is the universal help toward salvation, that the fullness of the means of salvation can be
obtained. It was to the apostolic college alone, of which
Peter is the head, that we believe that our Lord entrusted all the blessings of the New Covenant, in order
to establish on earth the one Body of Christ into which
all those should be fully incorporated who belong in any
way to the People of God". (Unitatis Redintegratio 3)
This truth was reaffirmed on September 5, 2000 when
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith released
the document ‘Dominus Jesus.’
Are we to accept, in the spirit of Ecumenism, the
beliefs of our separated brothers and sisters on equal
terms as we accept the teachings of the Catholic
Church? No, not all Churches are equal!
"The sole Church of Christ [is that] which our
Saviour, after his Resurrection, entrusted to Peter's pastoral care, commissioning him and the other apostles to
extend and rule it... This Church, constituted and organised as a society in the present world, subsists in
(subsistit in) the Catholic Church, which is governed by
the successor of Peter and by the bishops in communion with him". (CCC # 816) (Lumen Gentium 8 # 2)
The truth cannot be compromised! Either one's
Catholic belief is the truth or the belief of the other
Church is the truth. The faithful Catholic must accept
one (own faith) and reject the other (non-Catholic beliefs). Many Catholics fail to perceive this limitation that
exists in Ecumenism.

In seeking to bring about a man-made
unity, many Catholics compromise their faith
and permit all forms of liturgical scandals to
take place.
They personally take it upon themselves to change the
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face of sound Catholic doctrines to accommodate and
please their separated brothers and sisters in Christ.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC #
817 - 819) reminds us of how the Catholic Church views
the status of our separated brothers and sisters. They are
not to be blamed for the sin of their forefathers that led to
divisions, schisms, heresies and disputes. Some of the
separated Churches possess many elements of sanctification and truth (the Holy Bible, life of grace, gifts of the
Holy Spirit.) that find their origin in the Roman Catholic
Church. The Holy Spirit uses the elements of sanctification and truth to lead the believers towards the fullness of
grace and salvation that are found in the Holy Catholic
Church.

To effectively help to bring about Christian unity, we are called to personally commit
ourselves to walk in harmony with the teachings of the Holy Catholic Church.
We are called to live holier lives according to the teachings of the Gospel. We are called to have a change of
heart through an openness of mind so we may pray for
the unity of Christians as Jesus intended it to be. We are
called to learn about each other so we may have a true
understanding of each other, where we are coming from,
what we believe, and what we hope for. We are encouraged to meet the Christians of different Churches and
communities for the purpose of knowing and understanding one another. And finally, we are called to work with
one another. But even then we should always keep in
mind that the unity can only be achieved through the miraculous intervention of the Holy Spirit. The unity that is
longed for shall never be achieved by man's control or
influence! Christian unity transcends human powers and
gifts. The obligation of the Christian community is to open
the door for the Holy Spirit to move in the love of Jesus
Christ towards one another.
Can non-Catholics participate in the Catholic
celebrations of the Holy Mass by receiving the Sacrament
of the Holy Eucharist? No. In the spirit of Ecumenism, our
Catholic faith cannot be compromised. To receive the
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, we must be in a state of
grace. To be in a state of grace, we must receive the Sacrament of Confession.

If our separated brothers and sisters do not
believe in the Sacrament of Confession, how can
they receive the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist in a state of grace?
They cannot! Therefore, to approach the Sacrament

of the Holy Eucharist in a state of sin,
possibly even mortal sin, it is a sacrilege. If a non-Catholic was to receive
the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist
without having been properly prepared through the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation and Confession, and if his belief rejects the continued and true Divine Presence of
Jesus Christ in the Consecration of
the bread and wine into the Body
and Blood of Christ, then the reception of the Sacrament of the Holy
Eucharist by a non-Catholic always
has been and always shall be a Sacrilege.
In the First Letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul states, "Whoever,
therefore, eats the bread or drinks
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be answerable for the
body and blood of the Lord." (1 Cor
11:27)
Similarly, Catholics cannot

receive communion in any nonCatholic faiths because they do not
believe in the Real Presence. A
Catholic who partakes in the breaking of the bread at the service of a
non-Catholic Church while knowing
that his separated brothers and sisters do not believe in the continued
and true Divine Presence of Jesus
during the Consecration of the bread
and wine into the Body and Blood of
Christ, by embracing their belief
through participation, the Catholic is
denying his faith and he approves of
the non-Catholic belief.
Unity within the Church can
only be achieved when the faithful
are obedient to their priests, their
Bishops and the Magisterium of the
Catholic Church. To be in unity with
the Church means to accept and
defend all the teachings of the
Catholic Church without exception. It
does not mean to take what one likes

Eternal Wisdom
There’s an extraordinary depth to
St Faustina’s writings in her diary. The
one golden thread that links all her
various reflections and revelations is
love, which is of course intimately connected with the virtue of Mercy.
Not many people have read the entire diary of St
Faustina, and yet it’s a veritable gold mine of wisdom
waiting to be explored. The entire book is filled with Gospel teachings which are presented in fresh and multifaceted ways. She constantly reiterates the most profound
secrets of the spiritual life and of the human soul, although these even a child could understand.
There’s a certain scene in her life which deals with
some of these profound spiritual issues, in a most enlightening and lovely way. The event very much lends itself to
meditation. During a pleasant spring night, on May 12
1935, St Faustina was awakened by a small child, about
twelve months old. He was unspeakably beautiful and
spoke clearly despite his age. The saint suspected that it
may be the Divine Infant yet wasn’t altogether sure, and
didn’t rule out the unlikely possibility that she was simply
having a vision of an ordinary child.
The Child used a very interesting teaching method to
convey eternal truths to her. He used what’s called allegory. Christ used this method often when he walked the
earth two millennia ago. In this method objects and
events in the natural sphere are held up for consideration
as types (models) of unseen supernatural realities. This
method is interesting because it reveals that God structured the universe in such a way that practically everything has the power to elucidate some aspect of eternity
in some way.
On this particular night Jesus in His majestic voice
said “Look at the sky”. The grandeur of the night sky now
lay open to the saints eyes. So many superPAGE 2

and to reject what one dislikes. Rejection leads to division and disharmony, such being the fruit of Satan
who seeks to destroy the One, Holy,
Catholic and Apostolic Church that
was instituted by Jesus Christ on
earth.
Christ always gives his
Church the gift of unity, but the
Church must always pray and work
to maintain, reinforce, and perfect the
unity that Christ wills for her. This is
why after the Last Supper, Jesus
prayed to the Heavenly Father:
"Father, may they be one in us, as
you are in me and I am in you, so
that the world may believe it was you
who sent me. I have given them the
glory you gave to me, that they be so
completely one that the world will
realise that it was you who sent me
and that I have loved them as much
as you loved me". (J 17:21-23)
JZ

natural truths can be learnt by simply looking up on a
clear night. Christ was about to reveal one of them:
“These stars are the souls of faithful Christians, and the
moon is the souls of religious. Do you see how great the
difference is between the light of the moon and the light
of the stars?” St Faustina noticed this difference well. It
is to be noted that moonlit nights are in fact most undesirable in observational astronomy since the moon’s light
is intense enough to make it difficult to view many stars
and galaxies through a telescope.
The Child then went on, Divine authority and tranquillity suffusing His voice: “Such is the difference in
heaven between the soul of a religious and the soul of a
faithful Christian”. Silence. The saint would have been
awestruck at such a glimpse of the eternal world. Yet the
Lord, wanting to emphasise the age-old adage that “the
habit doesn’t make the monk” further remarked;

“True greatness is in loving God
and in humility.”
The little infant then must have become serious and
concerned as He revealed in a vision to the Saint how a
certain man, full of the world’s applause and honours,
“the end of which are emptiness and sin” lay dying amid
great torment. She could see his salvation was in grave
danger. She glanced back at her charming Guest, whom
she described as of “wondrous beauty”; His gaze must
have been piercing, delving to the very depth of her soul.
“True greatness of the soul is in loving God and in humility”, He repeated.
St Faustina, seeing the infant `resembled the Child
Jesus’ wanted to ask Him one more question to ascertain His Divine identity. With great gentleness she asks:
“How do you know that true greatness of the soul is in
loving God and in humility? Only theologians know about
such things and you haven’t even learnt the catechism,
so how do you know? “I know” replied the Child quietly,
and before disappearing added “I know all things.”
Br Peter Zytka

A r e yo u a g o at o r a s h e e p ?
Through a confronting parable, Jesus
Christ reveals our Final Judgement in
Mathew 25:31-46. The people of all
the nations will be gathered before
Jesus as a flock is gathered before a
Shepherd. The flock may look similar, but the Shepherd
will easily divide them, moving the ‘sheep’ to his right
and the ‘goats’ to his left. The sheep have won eternal
salvation, but alas to those goats on His left for He will
say to them; “Away from me, you that are under God’s
curse! Away to the eternal fire which has been prepared
for the Devil and his angels! I was hungry but you would
not feed me, thirsty but you would not give me drink; I
was a stranger but you would not welcome me in your
homes, naked but you would not clothe me; I was sick
and in prison but you would not take care of me.”
Alarmed and confused, the goats ask the Lord when they
ever saw Him in need and not help. And His response; “I
tell you, whenever you refused to help one of these least
important ones, you refused to help me.”

mercy. Contrary to popular thought,
mercy does not work in one direction,
mercy should be bilateral.

Thus, mercy becomes an indispensable
element for shaping mutual relationships
between people, in a spirit of deepest
respect for what is human, and in a spirit
of mutual brotherhood… Consequently,
merciful love is supremely indispensable
between those who are closest to one another: between
husbands and wives, between parents and children, between friends; and it is indispensable in education and in
pastoral work. (Pope John Paul II, ‘Rich in Mercy’, Nov
30, 1980).
Even so, mercy should not be limited to those closest
to us. The mystery of mercy, supremely revealed in Jesus Christ must be available for all of humanity. Jesus
invites us to recognise His real presence in the poor.

STOP! …now ask yourself; “am I a sheep or a goat?”

So how are we to show mercy? Our Holy Catholic
Church teaches us to perform the “Works of Mercy” or
the “Acts of Mercy” (CCC#2447). These are based upon
the Holy Gospels and are distinguished in 2 categories.

This is how we will be judged! Have we truly tried our
best to show mercy? Or have we become complacent;
closing our eyes, our ears and our hearts to the needs of
others -to Jesus Himself?

Corporal Works of Mercy attend to our neighbour’s
bodily needs. They are; 1.Feed the hungry 2.Give drink
to the thirsty 3.Clothe the naked 4.Shelter the homeless
5.Visit the sick 6.Visit the imprisoned 7.Bury the dead

Jesus taught that humankind not only receives and
experiences God’s mercy, but we are thus called to practice mercy toward others; “Be merciful just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). This is a call to action! It demands more from us than simply honouring the Lord with
our lips. We attain God’s mercy, to the extent that we
show mercy to our neighbour, as in the Beatitude;
"Happy are those who are merciful to others; God will be
merciful to them!" (Mt 5:7). This calls for a lifestyle of
continuous discovery and perseverance in the practice of
merciful love.

He who has two coats, let him share with him who
has none and he who has food must do likewise. (Lk
3:11)

Those who are shown mercy are not the only ones
to benefit. As Saint Francis of Asissi prayed; “For it is
giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,” When performing an act of merciful love we
must be deeply convinced that at the same time we are
receiving mercy from the people who are accepting it
from us, otherwise it is not a true act of mercy! (Pope
John Paul II, ‘Rich in Mercy’, Nov 30, 1980).
Mercy should not be judged from the external, but
from what it does to the interior of humankind. For instance, in the familiar Parable of the Prodigal Son (Lk
15:11-32) the estranged son has an interior need for reconciliation. The father welcomes his son with boundless,
merciful love rather than mere insistence on justice because the father understands that a fundamental good
has been saved: the good of his son’s humanity. True
mercy is the most profound source of Justice to man and
to God. “You have received without paying, so give without being paid.” (Mt 10:8) Also, when we give dignity to
someone’s humanity we give dignity to our own humanity. When we show mercy to others, we receive mercy
from God. If they accept our mercy, we also receive
mercy from them. Therefore, it is also important to accept mercy from others, because in accepting mercy we
also show mercy to those who first gave us
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Suppose there are brothers and sisters who need
clothes and don’t have enough to eat. What good is there
in your saying to them, “God bless you! Keep warm and
eat well!” –if you don’t give them the necessities of life?
So it is with faith: if it is alone and includes no actions,
then it is dead. (Jas 2:15-17)
It is important to note that all works of mercy, including the corporal works of mercy, must be founded upon
the three theological virtues: faith, hope and love in order
to obtain salvation. Doing charitable acts is not just
something ‘nice’ to do, it is a service to God. It is through
Christ alone that we can conquer all evil. We need to allow the Holy Spirit to transform our hearts so that we can
shine forth merciful love.
Spiritual Works of Mercy provide for the spiritual
needs of our neighbour. 1.Counsel the doubtful 2.Instruct
the ignorant 3.Admonish sinners 4.Comfort the afflicted
5.Forgive offenses 6.Bear wrongs patiently 7.Pray for the
living and the dead
While the works of mercy are distinguished in two
categories, our ‘practical’ corporal service and our
‘prayerful’ spiritual service are not separate. Our service
must be an act of prayer. Our prayer is an act of service.
Living out these merciful acts also fulfill the two
greatest commandments; “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind”
and “Love your neighbour as you love yourself.” (Lk
10:27)
The celebration of the Divine Mercy Sunday is the
great time to examine how well we have been living out
these Works of Mercy because they will determine if we
are a goat or a sheep. Narelle Brito

The Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy at Penrose Park was established in 1984
on 75 acres of land near Berrima. This year we will celebrate the 10th anniversary
of the Consecration of the Shrine Church which was conducted in 1997 on 24th
May by His Lordship Philip Wilson, Bishop of Wollongong. This new Church, together with the new monastery is a lasting testimony to the faith and generosity of
the pilgrims who support it. On 26 August, 2001 the holy Icon of Our Lady of Jasna
Gora (which is venerated at 'Penrose Park' under the title of Our Lady of Mercy)
was solemnly crowned with crowns blessed by Pope John Paul II. During this short
time over 40,000 pilgrims a year have visited the Shrine to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Shrine is meant to be a source of inspiration and joy to the many
people who are drawn to it. With its various devotional areas in a setting of natural
beauty, the Shrine serves as a spiritual oasis open to everyone who wants to meet
with Our Lord Jesus Christ and His Mother Mary.
You may like to know about the many beautiful and helpful ways of support
given to the Shrine for its regular upkeep and its development. Our Shrine is totally
dependent on the goodwill and generous charity of all our visitors and on the fundraising conducted by our good and loyal volunteers.
There are special offerings made to the Shrine in the form of donations, pledges and bequests. We have Mass
Intention envelopes for annual or individual enrolments. All our benefactors are remembered perpetually by the
prayers of Brothers and Fathers of the Order of Saint Paul the First Hermit. The Pauline Fathers would like to thank
all those people who have been, and are, supporting them through their prayers, work and donations.

Prayer to Our Lady of Mercy
O Holy Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, we
believe in your triumphant assumption into heaven where
the angels and saints acclaim you as Queen. We thank
you for enabling us to have your icon in our church, built in
your honour for the greater glory of God. Through your
holy icon, O Lady of Mercy, flow healing and wholeness in
abundance to all who draw near to it in faith and love.
Our Lady of Mercy we entrust ourselves, our loved
ones and our country, Australia, to you. We promise to
spread your glory, by making you known under the title of
Black Madonna, Our Lady of Mercy.
O Mother, intercede for us so that the fruits of the
Coronation in 2001 will not be lost and that the seeds of
grace will grow to the full measure of the holiness to which
we are all called.
Queen of All Hearts, we turn to you for protection, listen to our prayers and help us in our needs. Do not cease
to shine before the pilgrim people of God as a sign of sure
hope and consolation. We entrust to you all troubled families, the innocent and unborn children, the elderly with no
one to help them, and all who are alone and without hope.
Guide and sustain us, O Virgin Mary, on our journey of
faith so that we might always live as true sons and daughters of the Church and obtain for us the grace of eternal
salvation.
Enable all to meet Christ, the light of the world and its
only Saviour, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, who reigns
with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
Amen.

There are many elderly and sick Members of
the Confraternity
If there are deceased or sick Confraternity members
please post intentions so that we may offer Mass and pray
for the person in front of the altar of the Divine Mercy in our
Shrine Church.

Are you Changing your address?
If so, please inform us so that we can send
TIME OF MERCY to the new address.
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Divine Mercy Sunday is the 2nd Sunday of the
Easter season named by Pope John Paul II at the canonization of St. Maria Faustina on April 30, 2000, and
then officially decreed by the Vatican. Divine Mercy
Sunday can be seen as the convergence of all the
mysteries and graces of Holy Week and Easter Week.
It is like a multi-exposure photograph of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, and Easter Week.
Or we can think of it as a converging lens that focuses
the light of the Risen Christ into a radiant beam of merciful love and grace for the whole world.
In fact, Jesus revealed in various revelations to St.
Faustina that it was His desire that we celebrate this
special feast. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My
very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be
solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter.
Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount
of My Mercy. (Diary, 699)
Our Lord revealed to St. Faustina His desire to
literally flood us with His graces on that day. Just consider each of the promises and desires that He expressed about Mercy Sunday, which are recorded in
the main passage of the Diary — passage 699 —
about Mercy Sunday:
On that day all the divine floodgates through which
grace flow are opened.
Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though
its sins be as scarlet.
The soul that will go to Confession [beforehand]
and receive Holy Communion [on that day] shall obtain
complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.
Text from: www.thedivinemercy.org

On 29 June 2002, the Apostolic Penitentiary of the
Holy See promulgated a decree granting a plenary
indulgence to those who comply with all the conditions
established for the Divine Mercy Sunday and a partial
indulgence to those who incompletely fulfill the conditions.

13th June 2006 This Fatima day was also the feast day of St Anthony
of Padua. As such, we had a St Anthony’s bread blessing ceremony. Fr Ronan Kilgannon was the main celebrant,
around 700 pilgrims attended.

Chronicle of the Shrine

13th August 2006 A large crowd of around 2000 pilgrims filled the church to capacity when Fatima day fell on a Sunday. Fr Stankiewicz was the main celebrant.
7th October 2006 On this Feast day of Our Lady of the Rosary, around 500 pilgrims
and friends witnessed Brother Bruno Kanamis from Papua New Guinea make his
solemn profession of vows. The offertory procession consisted of PNG natives in traditional dress
playing drums while singing religious hymns. A
PNG choir together with a professional opera singer sang the Litany of the Saints
and ‘Ave Maria’. Celebrations continued after mass with traditional PNG cuisine at
the Old Pilgrim Hall. Also present were the missionaries of Charity Sisters (of
Blessed Mother Teresa), having travelled all the
way from Canberra.
13th of October 2006 An outdoor mass was celebrated by Irish born, Bishop David Cremmin. The
good humoured Bishop put a smile on the faces of around 2000 pilgrims in attendance. A special guest from the Philippines, Bishop Deo Gratias concelebrated. He
gave a homily at the Grotto regarding Our Lady of Fatima, to whom he is very devoted.
25th November 2006 Solemnity of Our Lady of Mercy. Each year on the last Saturday of November, the main Feast day of Our Shrine is celebrated. Bishop of Wollongong, Peter Ingham officiated at the morning celebration. Dignitaries from various embassies and government institutions attended. The Bishop gave a moving homily on the importance of love of neighbour as proof of our love of God.
Christmas Eve 2006 Around 100 people attended each of the two Midnight Mass celebrations at the Shrine. The
Polish celebration took place at the Nativity Chapel in pleasant weather conditions. The English celebration was in
the Church, among the beautiful Christmas trees that embellished the holy place.
13th January 2007 Our first Fatima day for 2007 was celebrated by Bishop Max
Davis, the main military chaplain for Australia. Around 1500 pilgrims turned up on
this warm summer’s day. The Bishop inspired the congregation at mass with a
lovely Marian homily. He also lead the devotions at the grotto, after which a collection was held for children in outback NSW who are
affected by the drought.
14th January 2007 The Solemnity of St Paul the
First Hermit was celebrated by our Pauline community together with Bishop Peter Ingham and around
400 faithful in attendance. The Bishop’s homily focussed on the hermitical life of the Patriarch of our Order. Due to St Paul’s exclusive
diet of dates for 90 years, a blessing of dates took place after Mass followed by a
special blessing for children given by the Bishop.
Good Friday, April 6. We welcome all pilgrims to our
Upcoming
Shrine for an enactment of the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Passion Play) at 11am (See photo at left). C e l e b r at i o n s
2pm Stations of the Cross. 3pm Liturgy of the Lords Passion & veneration of the Holy Cross.
Novena of masses to the Divine Mercy, April 8-15. From the Easter Vigil (April
8) until the Divine Mercy Sunday (April 15) we will celebrate 9 masses of the Novena to the Divine Mercy at our Shrine. You are able to include your intentions by
sending us the Novena slip.
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 15. Main celebration of Mass at 11am & 1pm Procession with the Blessed Sacrament and Divine Mercy image to the Grotto, followed by Veneration of this Holy Picture,
Act of Consecration, Anointing of the sick, and individual blessing with the Blessed Sacrament. Conclusion by 3pm.
First Saturday & Novena to Our Lady of Mercy (On the 1st Sat of every month). 10am Confessions, 10.30am
Polish Mass, 11.30am Rosary, 12noon English Mass (Lunch time after Mass), 2.00pm Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament with Novena to Our Lady of Mercy and Rosary Procession in different languages 3.00pm Conclusion
Fatima Day (On the 13th day of each month). 9.30am Confessions, 10.00am Exposition & Rosary, 11.00am Holy
Mass, 12.30pm Time for lunch, 1.30pm Procession to Grotto, 2.00pm Devotions at Grotto, 3.00pm Conclusion
Divine Mercy Devotion (3rd Sunday each month) 11.00am Holy Mass, 1.30pm Devotions including Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet, Benediction and veneration St Faustina relics.
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Pilgrim Centre

Our Shrine’s New Millennium Project will be the development and construction of a Pilgrim centre for all our present
and future pilgrims. This spiritually empowering center will
be a place where pilgrims can visit and stay, and organise
meetings and religious retreats. It will be big enough to accommodate at least 60 people and include all facilities they
may need such as dining & kitchen area, and a Chapel. At
present the plans have been sent to council for their approval. We are awaiting their final reply. We ask you to offer

to God this Project in your prayers, sufferings and successes, and where possible through your financial
support. As you are aware, this is a very large project!
In appreciation, The Pauline Fathers will include all
benefactors, supporters and their families in our annual Saturday Masses and Daily Prayers. A special
candle will be lit on your behalf for your intentions, in
front of our miraculous picture of the Black Madonna in
our Shrine.

The full name of our Order often called the Pauline Fathers is The Order of St Paul the First

Hermit (Ordo Sancti Pauli Primi Eremitae).
With the motto, "Solus Cum Deo Solo" (Alone with God Alone), the Pauline Order is a religious
community of monks of Pontifical Rite, which follow the Rule of St. Augustine. Fostering a deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Paulines are the custodians of the miraculous picture of Our
Lady of Czestochowa.
The Monastic Order of St. Paul the First Hermit was founded in 1215 in Hungary. The founder
was Blessed Eusebius. It was through his efforts that the saintly hermits of Hungary were united in
monasteries under the patronage of St Paul the First Hermit (229-342AD) who had lived the solitary life some 870
years earlier in Egypt. Pope Urban IV gave the Order his
blessing in 1262 and it was officially recognized by Rome in What is a Religious Vocation?
1308 by Pope Clement V, who gave us the Rule of St. It is a grace, God's gift and an opportunity that must
Augustine and confirmed our first constitution a year later.
be freely responded to. But how to recognise a true
The main Monastery of the Order is Jasna Gora vocation to the religious life? There are three typical
(Czestochowa) in Poland. Pauline Fathers also work in Aus- features of a true vocation to the religious life:
tralia, Belorussia, Cameroon, Croatia, Czech Republic, Eng- 1. A strong faith in the Catholic Church and her teachland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Slovakia, ing, shown by a firm loyalty to the Vicar of Christ;
South Africa, Ukraine and USA. Today there are about 500
members in the Order throughout the world living in more 2. A love of prayer, at least the capacity for developing a desire for prayer; and
than 50 monasteries.
3. A readiness to give oneself to a life of sacrifice in
the footsteps of Jesus Christ.
Prayer for "Labourers of the HarJesus needs you to serve Him through the One, Holy,
vest" (Pope John Paul II)
Catholic and Apostolic Church that He has instituted
Jesus, Good Shepherd, raise up in all paron earth.
ish communities, priests and deacons, reliJesus needs priests!
gious, consecrated lay people and missionaries according to the needs of the whole world, which You Jesus needs religious brothers!
love and want to save.
Jesus needs religious sisters!
Direct Your loving gaze to the many well-disposed young Jesus needs YOU!
people and invite them to follow You. Help them to under- Come follow Him in His footsteps!
stand that only in You they can achieve their fulfillment.
We entrust these great desires of Your Heart to the powerful intercession of Mary, Mother and model of all vocations,
and beg You to sustain our faith in the certainty that the
Father will listen to what You Yourself have instructed us to
ask for. Amen.

Adopt a Seminarian!

The Order of St Paul the First Hermit invites
young men with a religious calling to the
semi-contemplative life and service to Our
Lady. The Order welcomes all, who are
seeking to pray and serve.

Through the grace of God, Pauline Fathers in Australia has two new vocations
to the Religious life; Peter Zytka (left) who is completing the 2nd year of his
novitiate at Penrose Park, and Richard Green (right) who has started study to
the Priesthood in Rome. The cost of educating Priests is a high one. If you
would like to help train Priests for the Order of Saint Paul the First Hermit your
contribution would be most appreciated.
Please send your donation to:
Seminarian Education Fund of Pauline Fathers, ‘Penrose Park’, 9 Hanging
Rock Rd, Berrima, NSW 2577

